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[Most] researchers have a natural inclination towards either qualitative or quantitative research,
which is most probably related to differences in their cognitive styles and certain personality
traits. Taking my own case, although I genuinely appreciate qualitatively oriented colleagues’
skills in teasing meaningful patterns out of messes of rather fluid and messy data, my
attraction to well-structured, systems, clear-cut boundaries, standardized procedures, and
statistical analysis make me more naturally a quantitative researcher. Similarly, there are many
people who would feel that they are less able to do themselves justice using one approach than
the other. In addition, it requires considerable effort to study a phenomenon with two (or

more) separate methods, and in the light of all this it is understandable that many (if not most)

researchers may prefer to remain on safe monomethodological grounds. (p. 174) (Z&#& F#%)
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I would have to struggle between my research pressure and my teaching beliefs, between
my research expectations and my teaching responsibilities, between my own research aims
and my students’ learning needs, between what I wanted from them as a researcher and
how I felt them as a teacher. (Li, 2006, p. 443)
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